Rector's Reflections
Here we are, the one-year anniversary of our relationship with
Covid-19. We have truly been through a wilderness experience,
and though we haven’t reached the mountaintop just yet, we can
see it on the horizon.
As you might remember, about a hundred years ago in March of
2020 I let the parish know that I would be taking my first ever
sabbatical over the summer. It was postponed due to the pandemic,
and in talking with the wardens and vestry, we believe that things
are feeling settled enough for me to reschedule. Our virtual worship
is in a good rhythm, more and more people are getting vaccinated,
and the expectation from public health experts is that we will be
able to start moving into something a little more like pre-pandemic
life in the early fall, and should be able to safely return to worship
in-person in our sanctuary.
It is an expectation of all clergy who lead parishes in the Diocese of
Pennsylvania that every seven years we will set aside a period of
time between 3 and 6 months for renewal work away from the
parish. This summer, barring any new global or national
catastrophes or crises, I will be taking my sabbatical from May to
the middle of August right before students move back on to
campus. During this time away you will be well-cared for by
Deacon Barbara and some other familiar faces- The Rev. Clare
Schoenberg, The Rev. Canon Gordon Reid, and The Rev. Joy
Segal. I will be spending my time in a few different ways- studying
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the meditative prayers of Anselm of Canterbury (1033-1109 CE), particularly his prayers to Our
Lady and to God our mother, and creating a weekly office using those canticles. I will present a final
reflection on this project at a Third Sunday Brunch (fingers crossed!) in the Fall. I also plan to spend
some extended time with my parents, whom I haven’t seen in person in two years, in my hometown
in Georgia, to give them some grandparent time with my children and to reflect on my experiences
as a spiritual mother of this parish, a mother of young children, the child of an aging mother, and a
Child of God. I also hope to find time for a retreat or two during the summer, depending on what is
possible by then in terms of travel and accommodations.
(Continued on next page.)
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(Continued.)
Sabbaticals are a time for reflection and
renewal for the parish, too, and so over the
summer, you will have the chance to join
Deacon Barbara and our visiting clergy after
our virtual coffee hours in May, June, and
July for conversations about how the Book of
Common Prayer has been a source for
spiritual discipline and nurture in their lay
and ordained lives, and how they continue to
live with this book that is central to our
common life as Episcopalians. (I am applying
for funding from our diocese to cover costs
for supply clergy and some materials, and
hope to be able to provide a copy of Inwardly
Digest: The Prayer Book as Guide to a Spiritual
Life by Derek Olsen, a beautifully and
thoughtfully written companion to the Book
of Common Prayer, for any St. Marian who
would like a copy. Stay tuned for more details
on that!) I undertake this time away with the
knowledge that a sabbatical is a privilege that
not many of us have the opportunity to
experience, and so I thank you for your
prayers and your support during this renewal
time for me and for my family.

In Christ,

Mariclair+
The Rev. Mariclair Partee Carlsen | rector@stmarysatpenn.org
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Happy Birthday, Mrs. Jackson!

On February 19th, our own Mrs.
Lorraine Jackson turned 98! The
photo on the left is from her
birthday celebration in the parish
hall last year. Be sure to offer
some birthday prayers of
thanksgiving. Mrs. Jackson has
been a member of St. Mary’s since
the mid-1960s, and we can’t wait
to gather again in the parish hall
for a belated birthday cake!
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Blessed Connections
In January I got a phone call that delighted me: a parish member, Janet Deatrick, had been
contacted by a friend who had “a whole lot” of gift boxed baby booties for newborns that
needed a home. Originally purchased as a donation for a hospital maternity ward, they couldn’t
be given out by hospital staff because of Covid precautions. She wondered if St. Mary’s knew of
a place where they could be put to use.
In this year of Covid concerns, social distancing, and isolation, this was a terrific opportunity to
do something both fun and meaningful- get tiny adorable booties on tiny adorable newborn
feet! My first call was to the Philly Doula Co-op, where we found the doula who was with us
when Ruby was born. When they found out exactly how many pairs we were talking about
(70+), Doula Selma Brothman from the Co-op reached out to a friend at the Hebrew Immigrant
Aid Society of PA.
HIAS works with low-income, newly arrived immigrants and refugees of all faith backgrounds
to settle in the city and state, many of whom have experienced torture and criminal attack in
their home countries. A number of their clients are mothers-to-be, and this was a wonderful way
to give them a sweet gift for their babies. Janet organized the hand-off from her friend, Dr.
Valentine, and Selma got the carload of booties to HIAS. Reaching out through our West Philly
network blessed connections were made that means 70 new mothers will receive a small
reminder of how much their new babies are loved- not just by them, but by their community in
their new country!

Mariclair+
The Rev. Mariclair Partee Carlsen | rector@stmarysatpenn.org

Above: Dr. Nancy Valentine, longtime friend and colleague of
our own Dr. Janet Deatrick, posing with some of the 70 pairs of
baby booties.
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Deacon's Notes
Creation care, including stewardship of our environment, is another area of advocacy that, so
far, we have spent minimal time addressing. Former Presiding Bishop Katharine Schori, states:
as Episcopalians, we understand that all of life is originally created good, created to be in
relationship with God and with the rest of creation. Life is a gift, the good gift of God to be used
for the highest purpose for which it was created.
Human beings are meant to be stewards of this gift: Creation. Some theologians consider
creation care the most important theological issue of the future. Stewardship of creation, of our
planet created by God, is as important as stewardship of time, talent, and financial stewardship.
Episcopal Public Policy Network has promoted many actions related to creation care and we
have sent letters to our congressmen about conservation, including conservation of the Arctic
wildlife and Tongass National Forest.
Our national church has worked for decades to guide its own actions, investments, and
members to prioritize the responsible stewardship of God’s creation. It seems to be a little slower
to be taken up in many of our local parishes. Creation includes eco-justice or environmental
justice and advocates for such issues as environmental racism, food sustainability, rights of
indigenous people, employment and job transition, and our responsibility to consider the needs
and rights of future generations. Good creation care improves life for all of us.
Recently, Jerene Good suggested to me that we start to pay more attention to our
environment and sustainability. Jerene has written an article about composting for this issue of
our newsletter and I have asked Claudia to write an article for our next newsletter about the best
non-toxic and sustainable cleaning products for everyday house cleaning. I invite others to write
or suggest avenues to pursue in this area of ministry.
Here are a couple of creation care advocacy groups you may be interested in:
Penn Environment (www.pennenvironment.org) to sign up for their newsletter and action
alerts. Pennsylvania Interfaith Power and Light (www.paipl.org) to get on their mailing list.
If you have suggestions or ministries related to creation and environment that you would like to
explore with me, please let me know.
Peace and blessings,
The Rev. Deacon Barbara Tobin | deacon@stmarysatpenn.org
A Prayer for the Kinship and Unity of all Creation in Christ
God, maker of marvels, you weave the planet and all its creatures
together in kinship; your unifying love is revealed in the
interdependence of relationships in the complex world that you have
made. Save us from the illusion that humankind is separate and
alone, and join us in communion with all inhabitants of the universe;
through Jesus Christ, our Redeemer, who topples the dividing walls
by the power of your Holy Spirit, and who lives and reigns with you,
for ever and ever. Amen.
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Let's Talk Composting!
Composting is what turns plant material into compost filled with plant nutrients and beneficial
organisms in a form your garden can use. In climate change, one of the bad guys is methane gas,
especially from landfills, where leftover foods and plants are just left to rot. That stinky smell?
Methane gas. Better to keep the carbon tied up in tree roots, and not in the atmosphere where
it’s a “greenhouse gas” warming the earth.
So, what can you do? If you have a house and a garden, you may already have a compost pile of
leaves and plant material. For those of us in apartments and condos, living in the air so to speak,
there are options
For 10 years now, I leave a bucket out on Tuesday night, joining buckets from 3 of our
courtyard neighbors. Bennett Compost will come by early Wednesday morning, empty the
bucket, and leave it for me to bring inside, rinse out, line with old newspaper and start again.
Between recycling and composting, we’ve reduced our trash more than half.
Tim Bennett launched his company in 2009, and now serves more than 4000 households in
Philadelphia. They pick up more than 70 tons of material each month. Check out their
informative and thorough website at BennettCompost.com to answer your questions. You can
even try it for free. Note: If you have an actual garden, you can arrange for Bennett to pick up
bags of grass/leaves/garden clippings.
Walking around in my neighborhood I see Bennett buckets in front of houses. I say to myself:
Wow! I am part of this solution! I am helping the earth. I am reducing our waste stream by
redirecting -- onion skins, corn husks, peelings, pits and seeds, dryer lint, hair from my brush,
leaves from our house plants -- away from a landfill and back into nourishing the earth. It feels
good.
Jerene Good | jerene49@gmail.com
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Hello. St. Marians!
Welcome to the Spring 2021 issue of our seasonal newsletter!
We have all been so cooped up in quarantine since March 2020
(Not that I've been counting, but for me, it's been 342 days upon
release of this issue; or 8,208 hours; or 492,480 minutes; or
29,548,800 seconds... Again, not that I've been counting.) This is
a very bittersweet anniversary. I miss our in-person gatherings
terribly and my heart is sore recalling all the ways that St. Mary's
engaged with our community before quarantine, both with our
parishioners, but also with the wonderful folks of St. Mary's
Nursery School, the Beards, UCHC, Argent Combat, West Philly
Square Dance, Philly SciFi Society, Shape Note Sing, UCity West
Coast Swing, Youth Martial Arts Philadelphia, Penn Music, and so
many more fabulous groups. So many got to call St. Mary's home
and I so look forward to returning to that.
One thing we'd learned early on is that necessity is the mother of
invention: We have been able to gather virtually for worship and
Zoom coffee hours, have rotas of virtual lectors and our volunteer
choir, and have been continuing to find new and interesting ways
to engage! And we are still coming up with fun, creative ways to
maintain enthusiasm in our vibrant community, even when we
are temporarily apart.
In exciting news, I've been working with our Hospitality
Committee to create a new St. Mary's cookbook! We've
extended the deadline to submit recipes by March 14th, so please
do check out the splash page in this issue with additional info. (I
even got in on the action and am submitting recipes and how-to's
for some of my homemade creations on the right!) This is yet
another great way to maintain enthusiasm in our communityAnd all book sales will support St. Mary's ministries!
Speaking of engagement, our seasonal newsletters are a great way
to learn about our goings-on and to keep in touch! All are
welcome to submit articles by emailing me. And, of course, all are
welcome to read and enjoy this issue in the pages following!

As always, Happy Reading!
Brittany Holdahl | administrator@stmarysatpenn.org
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Musical Notes
There has been a lot of work put into the worship broadcasts behind the scenes each week. I
don’t know if it would really be possible to add it all up and quantify it, but I would like once
again to thank everyone who has participated in the music in some way. Their indefatigable
efforts make it all possible. The singers have to use one device to listen to a soundtrack of the
organ playing the hymn—on headphones so that the sound of the organ doesn’t bleed into their
own recording—and then sing into a mic in another device to record themselves. I then mix all
that together in a digital audio workstation. Recording technology is far from magic, and the
singers are to be commended for negotiating the learning curve involved in this.
The restoration of the pipe organ’s Swell division is wrapping up, and the organ is much
improved. An organ is more akin to an ensemble than a single instrument; each stop needs to
work harmoniously with the others. This project has returned much of the organ to its original
tonal design, which has restored the ensemble’s effectiveness. This achievement is a tribute to the
dedication of St. Mary’s to this historic instrument, which has been through a lot in its 84 years,
but will hopefully serve this church for many years to come, thanks to the care it has received
under the guidance of Steve Emery. As a musician, having an excellent instrument to play is a
game-changer, and this organ makes me want to be a better musician.
It seems like Christmas was just last week, so it is with some amount of disbelief that I say
planning for Holy Week and Easter is underway. I’m in the process of figuring out organ
repertoire and choral anthems, and I’m greatly anticipating the longer days and warmer weather
that comes along with this liturgical season.
I have recently completed a course on film scoring through ThinkSpace Education in the UK,
which is run by the composer Guy Michelmore, who first captured my attention with his genius
YouTube videos. Although this doesn’t bear directly on producing music for broadcast worship,
I have learned a thing or two that has helped with that production as well, particularly in terms
of workflow. I have a long way to go, but my first short project can be viewed here:
http://bit.ly/MichaelThinkSpace

Michael Lawrence | music@stmarysatpenn.org
michaellawrencesound.com
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To Watch:
Playing and Preserving
In 2019, Partners for Sacred Places collaborated with Astral and Play On Philly (POP)
to organize a series of family-friendly, community concerts at St. Mary’s. In the
weeks before these concerts, Astral Artists mentored the POP students during four
short residency visits, building musical skills and relationships between student
musicians and world-class artists. Each concert was preceded by child-friendly
Experience Stations, designed to welcome us all to learn more about the pipe organ.
All are welcomed to watch a wonderful, short documentary about the series and about
the renovation of St. Mary’s historic Aeolian-Skinner organ! This video, and
additional footage from the concert series, can be viewed on Playing and Preserving’s
website as well as ours!

To learn more and enjoy this video documentary as well as other recorded
media from this concert series, please visit:
www.stmarysatpenn.org/playing-preserving-concert-series-2019

On Hold
A Sonndiseptext* on COVID-19
by Holman Massey
That waiting room feeling’s as catching these
days as the cold.
Boldly spaced – like blankets spread on grass.
The park’s bereft, the leaves are gone to mold.
Nothing’s bought and nothing’s sold.
Now Patience!
Now patients – their golden years made dust, alas
– Are reft alone, in fear’s bold diligence.
‘S a golden light at the tunnel’s end, they say.
But nothing’s bought or sold, for life’s on hold.
Now Patience! they scold. It won’t forever last.
But shall the loss, by grimmest stats foretold,
Be told, and retold in our hearts – with our ways
renewed,
Our gath’rings boldly joined – the reaper
outcast?
And we rebound emboldened, science pursued –
As the tunnel’s golden light we then assay?

* A hybrid between a sonnet and two septexts, a septext being a
poem of seven lines in any meter or rhyme scheme, or lack
thereof, each of which must contain at least one word containing
a predetermined sequence of three letters.

Holman Massey | hcmassey@gmail.com
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Every Sunday morning following 10:50 AM EDT remote workshop!
Join Zoom Meeting
http://bit.ly/StMaryZoomCoffeeHour
Meeting ID: 917 5974 0328
Passcode: 19104
One tap mobile
+16465588656,,91759740328# US (New York)
+13017158592,,91759740328# US (Germantown)
Dial by your location
+1 646 558 8656 US (New York)
+1 301 715 8592 US (Germantown)
+1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago)
+1 669 900 9128 US (San Jose)
+1 253 215 8782 US (Tacoma)
+1 346 248 7799 US (Houston)
Meeting ID: 917 5974 0328
Find your local number: https://zoom.us/u/adLScDJPeT

Sunday School happens via Zoom until remote morning prayer begins at 10:50 AM.
Children from infancy to 12 years old are welcome! The Sunday School Year runs from
the first Sunday after Labor Day until the Feast of Pentecost (May 23rd) with Mother
Mariclair and parent volunteers leading age-appropriate, scripture-based lessons, crafts,
and songs from the Seasons of the Spirit Growing in Faith curriculum.
All the student needs is an internet connection, paper, crayons, and a snack for our Feast!
Join Zoom Meeting
http://bit.ly/StMarySundaySchool
Meeting ID: 929 8492 5084
Passcode: 19104
One tap mobile
+13017158592,,92984925084# US (Germantown)
+13126266799,,92984925084# US (Chicago)
Dial by your location
+1 301 715 8592 US (Germantown)
+1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago)
+1 646 558 8656 US (New York)
+1 253 215 8782 US (Tacoma)
+1 346 248 7799 US (Houston)
+1 669 900 9128 US (San Jose)
Meeting ID: 929 8492 5084
Find your local number: https://zoom.us/u/adLScDJPeT

OUR LENTEN EDUCATION AND DEVOTIONAL RESOURCES CAN BE FOUND AT:
STMARYSATPENN.ORG/LENTEN-RESOURCES-AND-WORSHIP-2021

Culinary Corner
I’m trying to be seasonal and remembering back two years ago when Scott and I took a river cruise on the Danube with a
whole bunch of friends. There were 12 of us in all, and most nights we ate together in this semi-private dining room part of
the restaurant where we had the same waitstaff and got to know them. The food was fabulous, and after I praised the cream
of asparagus soup one of our waiters brought me back the recipe, so here goes.

Blue Danube Cream of Asparagus Soup (Crème d'asperges) & Easter Lamb
The ingredients are: 1 pound of fresh asparagus,
trimmed and cut into 1 inch pieces; ½ cup chopped
onion; 1 (14.5 ounces) can chicken broth; 2 Tbsp.
butter; 2Tbsp. flour; 1 tsp. salt; 1 pinch ground black
pepper; 1 cup milk; ½ cup sour cream; 1 tsp. lemon
juice.
In a large saucepan combine asparagus, chopped onion,
and ½ cup chicken broth. Cover and bring to a boil
over high heat. Reduce heat, and simmer uncovered
until asparagus is tender (about 12 minutes.) Let the
mixture cool a bit, process it in a blender to puree, and
set aside. In the same saucepan, melt the butter over
medium-low heat. Stir in the flour salt and pepper.
Cook stirring constantly for 2 minutes. Whisk in the
remaining chicken broth, and increase the heat to
medium. Cook stirring constantly until the mixture
boils. Stir in the asparagus puree and the milk. Put the
sour cream in a small bowl and stir in a ladleful of the
hot soup. Add the sour cream mixture and lemon juice
to the soup. Stir while heating the soup to serving
temperature, but don’t allow it to boil. Serve
immediately.

Happy Spring (though this works well in Fall and
Winter too!) and as always: Bon appetite!
Martin Bodtmann | marbodt@aol.com
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While a roast might not scream “Spring” many folks do
serve lamb for Easter. We never did because my sisters
despised red meat and the very smell of lamb cooking.
However my mom and I longed for it, to the point
where when she got older she asked me to make her
some at the Easter dinners we’d have hosted by one of
the girls. I usually grilled it outdoors to spare them, but
here is one of my favorites done in the oven.
The ingredients are 4 lb. leg of lamb; two (2 oz.) cans
anchovies; a small bunch of rosemary; 4 large garlic
cloves, peeled and sliced lengthwise into 3 pieces; 6
Tbsp. butter softened; black pepper; ½ 750 ml-bottle
white wine; juice of 1 lemon; a bunch of watercress to
garnish.
Preheat the oven to 425 degrees. With a small, sharp
knife, make about 12 incisions 2 inches deep in the
fleshy side of the leg. Insert a piece of garlic, half an
anchovy, and a small sprig of rosemary into each
incision. Push all of them right in with your little
finger. Cream the butter with any remaining anchovies
and smear it all over the surface of the meat. Grind
over plenty of black pepper. Place the lamb in a
roasting pan and pour the wine around. Tuck in any
leftover sprigs of rosemary and pour over the lemon
juice. Put in the oven and roast forf15 minutes.Turn
the oven temperature down to 350 and roast the lamb
for a further hour, or slightly more depending on how
well-done you like your meat. Baste from time to time
with the pan juices. Take the meat out and let it rest
for at least 15 minutes, keeping it warm, before
carving. Meanwhile taste the pan juices for seasoning;
if it’s too thin reduce it over heat. Serve the meat and
juices with mashed potatoes.

As our creative, wonderful, and radically hospitable St. Mary's community no doubt
already knows: "Food ties us to our community and our traditions... it's the thing that
makes us feel good and connected." (Kathy Freston)
In our efforts to navigate new ways to bring the St. Mary's community (from near and
far) together in these times when we are apart, we have realized a great way for us all to
bring the comfort of our Third Sunday Brunches, coffee hours of fellowship, and
special shared holiday meals to our homes would be to share the recipes!
If you have recipes and cozy stories to share, we hope you'll submit some of your
favorite dishes to the St. Mary's community!
Please email Brittany (administrator@stmarysatpenn.org) or fill out this easy form by
Sunday, March 14th (deadline extended):
http://bit.ly/StMarysCookbook
Once published, digital copies and hard copies of the cookbook will be made available
for those interested. All donations will support St. Mary's outreach ministries.

Rector's Warden Report
A Thank You Note for a Year Online
I cannot really fathom what this means – a
year of social distancing, living through the
screen. There is just no denying: it is hard.
But I want to focus on the positive: the
opportunities life online has presented to us,
rather unexpectedly. I wanted to say “thank
you” for these little surprises.
First and foremost is the opportunity to share the daily office of Morning Prayer. I know that
Mother Mariclair and Deacon Barbara have a regular group of attendees. I attend from time to
time, much more frequently than would be possible if I had to get to campus and then to Center
City to work. In particular, the 9 am Ash Wednesday service was a recent spiritual delight.
Thank you Mother Mariclair and Deacon Barbara. Thank you, God.
Then there is the chance to share worship and fellowship with St. Marians who are far away, in
other states, on the West Coast, in other countries and to see weekly or hear from across the
room the spouses of regular St. Marians we might see only at Third Sunday Brunch otherwise.
Thank you, everyone. Thank you, God.
Then, perhaps the most surprising is the joy of Zoom Sunday School. Wow, it is so much like
the real thing it makes me smile just thinking about it! Kids do not feel the need to stare at the
screen. They scamper, they make faces, they are each engaged in their own way. Thank you,
families. Thank you, God.
There is also the ability to share “field trips” to the National Cathedral. To really allow the
medium to transport you, to show you that you are a part of something much bigger. I really
needed that feeling this year. Thank you, National Cathedral. Thank you, God.
Finally, I am grateful for the absence of the usual, for the opportunity to acknowledge how
much I miss in-person service, hearing the Choir, serving at the Altar, coffee hour. Thank you,
God.
Thank you Lord for all we have and keep reminding us of all the opportunities life presents as
we venture out by screen and into the real world.

Vanessa Albert Lowry | LowryV@gtlaw.com
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Treasurer's Report
Thanks to the leadership of our Finance Committee (Vanessa Albert Lowry, Scott Wilds,
Wardens; the Rector) and the Vestry, $20,000 income support grant from the Diocese to make
up for lost building revenue and your faithfulness in paying pledges and other donations, we
ended the first year of the pandemic with a surplus. This puts us in a good position for the new
year.
Frank Innes | finnes@alum.drexel.edu
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History Lesson
St. Mary’s before There Was a Church Building
This excerpt from the University City Historical Society website,
(http://uchs.net/Churches/stmary.html) is an account of the creation of our parish in 1800 before there
the first church building was erected in 1824.
The following extracts from "A Sketch of the History of St. Mary's Church," by the Rev.
Thomas C. Yarnall, D.D., are full of interest:
The earliest services of the Protestant Episcopal Church in what was formerly known as
Hamilton Village, now part of the Twenty-seventh Ward, of the city of Philadelphia, were held
in a small two-story building which stood on the south side of Chestnut street, about midway
between Thirty-ninth and Fortieth streets. It was the school house of the village, and was called
the Academy. For several years it seems to have been the only building where public worship
was held for the accommodation of the immediate neighborhood, and the privilege of its
occupancy on Sunday for this purpose was not restricted to any one denomination.
The initiatory movement towards erecting an Episcopal church in Hamilton Village was
probably due to Mr. Chandler Price, who during the summer and fall months occupied what
was then his country residence, the house which until recent years stood at the northwest corner
of Chestnut and Thirty-eighth streets, and which was built in 1800.
In the actual report of the Society for the Advancement of Christianity in Pennsylvania, made in
the year 1817, occur the following words: "It having been suggested by some members of the
Board that a lot had been conveyed by the late William Hamilton, Esq., during his lifetime, in
Hamiltonville, for the use of an Episcopal church to be built thereon, and it not being within the
knowledge of any of the Trustees where the said deed was to be found, a committee was
appointed to make such inquiries as might lead to a discovery. They have since reported that the
deed is found. It appears to be a grant of four lots, fifty feet each in front, by one hundred and
twenty-five feet deep. The term for building the church does not expire until the year 1828."
The annual report of the same Society, January 6, 1820, says: "The Trustees having ascertained
that there were a considerable number of the members of our Church residing in the immediate
vicinity of Philadelphia, who were anxious for the enjoyment of public worship thought that, by
some attention on their part, congregations might be established, and churches erected in the
suburbs of the city, and in one or more of those pleasant villages which are situated on the banks
of the Schuylkill."
(Continued on next page)
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(Continued.)
An appropriation was therefore made for a domestic mission.
The Rev. William Richmond was placed in charge of the
mission, and for a period of seven months officiated in the
District of Southwark, at the Falls of Schuylkill and at
Hamiltonville.
At the last-named mission, "Divine service was held on every
other Sunday morning from the beginning of May to the
seventh of November, and on every Sunday morning from
November 7 to December 1, in a school house, where a
respectable and pretty numerous congregation usually assembled.
And there were a number of Episcopal families, some of whom
came from Mantua and surrounding country."
In 1821 Mr. Richmond was succeeded by the Rev. Mr. Roche,
who officiated as the settled minister of the two places,
Southwark and Hamiltonville. St. Mark's Church, Mantua, was
consecrated May, 1821. The corner-stone of St. Mary's was not
laid until 1824.

Above: Jubilate Deo: Fifty Year Rectorship of
Rev. Thomas C. Yarnall at St. Mary’s Church,
Hamilton Village (1895). From the Archives
of the Diocese of Pennsylvania.
The whole bulletin is available to view at
https://philadelphiastudies.org/tag/thomasc-yarnall/

In a communication to one of the daily newspapers of the city,
Poulsen's American Advertiser, of Monday morning, July 12,
1824, the following account is given of the laying of the cornerstone of the original building, which stood on the site now
occupied by the present one:
"A very respectable meeting of citizens and villagers assembled
on Tuesday afternoon last to witness the solemn and interesting
ceremony of laying the corner-stone of the Protestant Episcopal
Church of St. Mary's in the village of Hamilton. The Right Rev.
Bishop White presided and performed the ceremony. He was
assisted by the Rev. Dr. Abercrombie, Rev. Mr. Kemper, and the
Rev. Mr. Delancy." Bishop White was then in the seventyeighth year of his age.
The building of the 1824 and 1872 church buildings will be in the
next issue.

Frank Innes | finnes.alum.drexel.edu
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Above: An image of St. Mary's, circa 1824.

Vestry Minutes
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A Prayer for Spring
O heavenly Creator, who has filled the world with beauty:
Open our eyes to behold your gracious hand in all your works;
that, rejoicing in your whole creation, we may learn to serve you with gladness; for the sake of
him through whom all things were made, your Son Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
Joy in God's Creation, P. 814 BCP

You can donate to the outreach ministries of St. Mary's securely online!!

Visit www.stmarysatpenn.org/donate
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