Rector's Reflections
At the beginning of our pandemic separation, way back on
March 15th, I spent the morning at the church to meet anyone
who hadn’t gotten the notice that we weren’t having mass that
day, and creating and posting signs all over the parish to let folks
know our buildings were closed for the next two weeks at the
request of our bishop. Many outside of our congregation have
come to rely on our open doors during the week, as attested to
by the many anonymous intercessions written on the prayer list
we keep in the St. Hilda’s chapel, prayers written by those in
search of some silence and hope. The entire city hadn’t shut
down at that point, and as I created the closure notices I wanted
anyone in distress to have a prayer to carry with them from our
temporarily closed doors.
The first that came to mind was from the little novena of Our
Lady of Prompt Succor, patron of New Orleans (a sort of
spiritual home for me.) Historically this novena was prayed
whenever calamity hit the city, such as fires, or outbreaks of
typhoid or cholera. It is still prayed all over the city during
hurricane season when a storm is bearing down. It sounds a little
alien, perhaps, to our Anglican ears, but has always been a
comfort for me- and since we are a parish dedicated to Mary, it
seemed an appropriate prayer to include on our closure notices:
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O, Mary, Mother of God, who, amidst the tribulations of
the world, watches over us and over the Church of your
Son, be to us and to the Church truly Our Lady of Prompt
Succor, make haste to help us in all our necessities, that in
this fleeting life you may be our succor. Help us to gain life
everlasting through the merits of Jesus, your Son, our Lord
and Redeemer. Amen.
(Continued next page.)
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(Continued.)
And now, here we are, almost ten months later, with the promise of a vaccine on the distant horizon but no
immediate end to the Covid-19 pandemic, and so our separation, in sight. Our succor has not been prompt
for us, but perhaps it has been so in God’s time. We have celebrated the liturgies of Holy Week, the
Triduum, the entire Easter season, Pentecost, the long, green months of ordinary time following Pentecost,
and now All Saints and Advent virtually, making use of the technology available to us and learning (so
much) as we go. We spent Easter Day with the folks at the National Cathedral, because I knew our fledgling
broadcasting skills wouldn’t be up to snuff for such a big day, and we had our first ever Zoom coffee hour
following their service- complete with festive hats! The Zoom coffee hours have become a highlight of our
virtual life, not the same as it would be in the back of the sanctuary feasting on the spread provided by
Martin and Pattie and others, but the best simulacrum we can find. Another highlight has been praying
Morning Prayer together throughout the week- I’ve mentioned this before but the core group who gathers
on the St. Mary’s at Penn Facebook page every morning have found a pleasing rhythm, and I know my own
prayer life has been enriched by it.
Our Reopening Planning Committee has been faithful and hardworking, and through their guidance we
managed to have one in-person gathering in October before the local infection rates started to surge. It was
an “express mass” in the west parking lot, completed in 15 minutes, all masked and in our own chalked off
socially distanced boxes. Communion was in one kind, distributed in a sort of hygienic procession with an
usher dispensing hand sanitizer and me, in my liturgical green damask mask, placing the hosts in hands with
a tiny pair of sterling silver sugar tongs from the St. Mary’s silver safe, no doubt a gift from the trousseau of a
faithful St. Marian long passed into her greater reward. It was both odd and wondrous, and reminded me of
the baptisms of both of my children- over so quickly that I almost missed it, but a memory that breaks open
my heart with joy still. It was fortifying to see the faces of those who attended, to be together even though
the circumstances were much different than a usual Sunday mass at St. Mary’s.
Our Advent, Christmas, and Epiphany seasons will be a little different this year, but it’s fitting as I write this
that we are celebrating this season of waiting, of hope and expectation, as our country and our world waits
in hope for a vaccine and a return to some semblance of Life Before. During the coming months we will
celebrate the Incarnation much more aware of our own fragile humanity, a fragility that Jesus deigned to
share, and with the light of the star on Epiphany, we too will probably still be alongside the Magi, seeking
the promise of New Life. I hope that you will take advantage of this in-between time to study scripture, to
pray, to give alms when you can, and fast from weariness and despair. Most of all I hope that, if your work
allows it, you can stay home and stay safe, so that we can all gather again eventually in the new year, face to
face. In the meantime, Christ is praised in our midst, even virtually, and I pray for each and every one of you
regularly by name. Please pray for me, too
In Christ,

Mariclair+
The Rev. Mariclair Partee Carlsen | rector@stmarysatpenn.org
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Sunday School Snapshots

Sunday School happens at 10:30 AM EDT via Zoom until remote morning prayer begins at 10:50 AM EDT.
Children from infancy to 12 years old are welcome!
The Sunday School Year runs from the first Sunday after Labor Day until the Feast of Pentecost (May 23rd)
with Mother Mariclair and parent volunteers leading age-appropriate, scripture-based lessons, crafts, and
songs from the Seasons of the Spirit Growing in Faith curriculum. All the student needs is an internet
connection, paper, crayons, and a snack for our Feast! To connect, visit stmarysatpenn.org/sunday-school/
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Deacon's Notes
Dear Beloved Community of St. Mary’s,
I find it hard to believe that three years have passed since the First Sunday in Advent when I
began my ministry at St. Mary’s Church. …and one quarter of that time has been “pandemic
season.” I truly believe that the Holy Spirit led me to St. Mary’s, and being part of this
community has meant more to me than you could probably imagine. During this time of
pandemic, each and every day I feel grateful for all of you. I am grateful for those opportunities
for ministry together as sparse as they may be now. I am also grateful for Brittany, who can
figure out what I am sending her to publicize, Patrick who quietly takes care of setting up and
cleaning up, and Michael, who livens up versions of “old familiar hymns” with his
improvisations and shares his commentary on music and composers. I am especially grateful for
Mother Mariclair and the bonds of sisterhood that we have developed over the years.
And here we are in Advent…. and starting a new liturgical year under a pandemic…..this must
be some kind of a first. I recall back in March when we naively thought that we would be back
in the sanctuary by Easter….and then we hoped for Pentecost….and then “autumn” and now
here we are in Advent. (Just think of how the Israelites must have felt wandering in the
desert for 40 years! ) At the same time, the election is over and we are waiting to see what
unfolds with the pandemic, with a new President, and with all the other injustices that the
pandemic so blatantly revealed.
In the meantime, the darkness of our weather pattern is coming upon us… even as we live in the
darkness of not knowing. But as we wait in the darkness, in this season of Advent, we are called
to be alert for the hope of the Incarnation of God in Jesus, the Christ. We wait for light to come
to the dark places in our own lives.
On the following page is one of my favorite Advent poems. May your darkness be filled with
light this Advent,
Peace, love, and blessings,
The Rev. Deacon Barbara Tobin | deacon@stmarysatpenn.org
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For the Darkness of Waiting
For the darkness of waiting
of not knowing what is to come
of staying ready and attentive,
we praise you O God:
For the darkness and the light
are both alike to you.
For the darkness of staying silent
for the terror of having nothing to say
and for the greater terror
of needing to say nothing,
we praise you, O God:
For the darkness and the light
are both alike to you.
For the darkness of loving
in which it is safe to surrender
to let go of our self-protection
and to stop holding back our desire,
we praise you, O God:
For the darkness and the light
are both alike to you.
For the darkness of choosing
when you give us the moment
to speak, and act, and change,
and we cannot know what we have set in motion,
but we still have to take the risk,
we praise you, O God:
For the darkness and the light
are both alike to you.
For the darkness of hoping
in a world which longs for you,
for the wrestling and laboring of all creation
for wholeness and justice and freedom,
we praise you, O God:
For the darkness and the light
Are both alike to you.

Taken from All Desires Known by Janet Morley
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Notes from the Office
Welcome to the Winter 2020 issue of the St. Mary’s Newsletter! Winter has always been a time
of thanksgiving and fellowship for me. I take inventory of everything that brings me joy and
make more of an effort to reach out and rekindle friendships with folks I’ve missed. Over the last
year, due to quarantine, I've missed people more than ever before.
This year has been very trying on extroverts like myself and many of you: A.) We are isolated
from our loved ones out of compassion and B.) there is emotional labor in figuring out creative
ways to show love from afar. We've all had to explore different ways to remain connected to
our loved ones. For example, my fiance and I celebrate our dating-anniversary in early
December and usually go out of town for a concert or to visit historic sites; this year, our
"Wood" (fifth) anniversary, we are planning to just enjoy each other's company in the woods
near our home and maybe serve dinner to each other on wooden cutting boards at home.
Though I miss performing with my Philly Theatre colleagues, going on adventures, discovering
new places, and meeting new people, there is something to be said about this new way of
expressing love that we have all found, and our way to conquer isolation by reaching out
creatively and from the heart.
This knack for creativity we all have developed over the months is a testament to how great of a
love we are capable. And though the dark of Winter is ahead, I've found that St. Marians
cultivate a very specific sort of indestructible Springtime that keeps us cozy and bright all yearround. Thank you, St. Marians, even in these times, for being Springtime all of the time!
In our efforts to keep in touch, please take a moment to update your contact info in this form:
https://bit.ly/StMarys-KeepInTouch
One of our resolutions for 2021 in light of COVID is to ensure that all St. Marians' info is
updated!
Another great way to engage with the St. Mary’s community is to contribute to our newsletter.
We'd love to hear from you! After all, there wouldn't be a St. Mary's newsletter without the
voices of St. Marians! Please feel free to direct any content suggestions and submissions to me by
our next deadline, February 15th.
St. Mary’s newsletters are a wonderful resource to find other information on all of our upcoming
events and outreach opportunities, scholarly articles on St. Mary's history and service music,
spiritual reflections and calls to action, and even delicious recipes! There is something for
everyone!
Have a blessed and abundant Winter, St. Marians. Happy reading!
Always,
Brittany Holdahl | administrator@stmarysatpenn.org
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Musical Notes
Throughout this entire time of distance worshipping, the choir has been incredibly hard
working and good sports, and I want to begin by thanking them. There will be an anthem on
the Third Sunday of Advent, and then again at Christmas. In assembling these pieces, their jobs
aren’t any easier than mine is. They have to record in a precise way in order for their individual
soundtracks to work with the whole ensemble. Many of them do more than one voice part,
which is a big help as well.
Steve Emery and his team are nearing the end of the restoration of the Swell division of the
organ. We’ll hopefully have a fully functioning organ sometime in the near future. Much of this
work has inched the organ closer to its original, intended design. The original console is now on
display—though not functioning—in the church, and hopefully sometime in the future we’ll be
able to restore it as part of the last phase of work on this historical instrument, which is a key
early example of the work of G. Donald Harrison, whose work altered the course of American
organ building in general.
One of the challenges of broadcasting worship services is that there are many more licensing
issues than usual. Certain licenses cover some publishers but not others. Because of this, I have
relied even more heavily than usual on organ repertoire that is in the public domain, so if you
think you’ve noticed me playing more Bach than usual, you would be right. For a long time I’ve
played two of his three settings from the Leipzig Chorales of the tune Nun komm, der Heiden
Heiland (Savior of the Nations, Come). The final setting is in a trio format with the decorated
melody in the right hand, and imitative counterpoint in the other two voices, but written in
such a way as to almost deliberately confuse the player between left hand and feet. This is a
deliberate instructional technique to develop the independence of each limb of the player. I’ve
procrastinated on this last setting for years, but recently I began working on it for the last
Sunday of Advent. As usual with Bach, it has proven to be worth all the effort (what was I
waiting for?), and I hope you enjoy it when the time comes.
In my independent musician life, I released the first of a new series, Music for Meditation 1, early
last month. I’m also setting up a home studio that will hopefully re-double my productivity.
That project should be in great shape once I get beyond some technical difficulties created by
Apple’s release of their latest operating system. I envy the musicians who can just carry a guitar
around and be done with it!
Best wishes for a wonderful holiday season.
Michael Lawrence | music@stmarysatpenn.org
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Thank you so much for being a part of our
vibrant community as we welcome the new
year!
During this time of separation, it’s even more
important that our parish directory is up to
date.
Please take a moment to update or confirm
your current contact information using this
simple Google form below!

bit.ly/StMarys-KIT
If you have any issues filling out this form,
please contact our Parish Administrator,
Brittany, at administrator@starysatpenn.org

Join Zoom Meeting
Meeting ID: 917 5974 0328
Passcode: 19104
One tap mobile
+16465588656,,91759740328# US (New York)
+13017158592,,91759740328# US (Germantown)
Dial by your location
+1 646 558 8656 US (New York)
+1 301 715 8592 US (Germantown)
+1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago)
+1 669 900 9128 US (San Jose)
+1 253 215 8782 US (Tacoma)
+1 346 248 7799 US (Houston)
Meeting ID: 917 5974 0328
Find your local number: https://zoom.us/u/adLScDJPeT

The Good Book Club picks up again on January 1 through
Shrove Tuesday, February 16, with the Gospel of Mark. Since
Mark is the gospel appointed for this lectionary year, you’ll
have a chance to dive deep into the scripture through the
Good Book Club and then spend time with Mark throughout
2021!

St. Mary's first discussion will be on January 3rd, following
our weekly Sunday Zoom Coffee Hour.
To register, please fill out this form:
bit.ly/StMarys-GoodBook2021
For additional info and resources, please visit:
www.goodbookclub.org/

If you have any issues filling out the registration form,
please contact our parish admin, Brittany at
administrator@stmarysatpenn.org
or by calling 215-386-3916 by Friday, January 1st

Persistence and Courage
Father Robert Gallagher, OA was a seminary intern at St. Mary’s 1968-69 and was ordained a deacon
at St. Mary’s in 1970. Mother Mariclair asked Bob to write an article with the prompt, “How was the
parish was a part of your path to what you are currently doing?”

These days I work with the novitiate of the Order of the Ascension, write, pray, walk and do an
occasional program on the spiritual life. Over the years I’ve worked as a parish priest, diocesan
staff person, and a parish development consultant and trainer. For a number of years most of my
organization development clients were in the fields of affordable housing, social service,
education, reproductive rights, and legal services. Along the way there were a couple of
small business clients, including Tom’s of Maine.
I think of Saint Mary’s as a community in which I began to see how my participation and
growth in the Divine Life was shaped by others—by their patience, forgiveness, counsel, prayers
and feedback; by their holiness of life. My years with the parish were a time of student
demonstrations around Vietnam and racism, the university trying to figure out an appropriate
relationship with the Black community, and people in crisis around issues of mental health, the
draft, and reproductive rights. And, also of participation in a congregation that gathered around
the altar so life might be transformed. I routinely give thanks for St. Mary’s.
I found that Mariclair’s request set off a broader reflection that involved three Philadelphia
parishes, including St. Mary’s. That reflection can be read at this link: bit.ly/ThreeParishes

The Rev. Robert A. Gallagher, OA | www.orderoftheascension.org/
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P.S.- St. Mary's is now able to accept electronic donations safely via PayPal! To learn more,
please visit www.stmarysatpenn.org/donate

There Is No "Planet B"
Wouldn’t it be great if we could imagine our future together? In my stewardship talk from
October, I spoke about community and how our everyday choices support community in our
lives. Living simply, living mindfully, seeking “that of God in all people”. My heart resonates
with these words from a Quaker writing. I have an idea I want to share with you, inspired by a
sign (see title above) in a suburban Philadelphia yard.
At times we may reflect on decisions from generations back that still define our world. Especially
the heedless, enthusiastic, reckless damages done without insight or understanding of impacts for
future generations. We cannot change the past. We have to “stay tuned” to live intentionally,
and to tread more gently on “this fragile earth, our island home”. Remembering that all humans
everywhere share one earth leads to our existential challenge. Sure, we would rather it was
someone/anyone else’s task, but climate change needs our attention, too! As Christians, as fellow
humans, as fellow residents of Earth.
We know we are larger than ourselves when we act together. So, let us consider how we at St
Mary’s Hamilton Village as a faith community, living into our baptismal covenant, may also
become a community of ideas and understanding, of sharing on the compelling subject of
Climate Change. Wouldn’t it be fun to imagine our futures together? We could talk through
our fears and our experiences. Some of us are science-types whose knowledge could inform us.
Some of us are activist-types whose passion might identify ameliorative actions.
Thanks for listening. What are your thoughts?

Jerene Good | jerene49@gmail.com
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Cook's Corner
Warm Your Heart Wine-Braised Chuck Roast
I come back to this recipe year after year once there’s a chill in the air, as there is today. It’s a Wine-Braised
Chuck Roast with Onions from the January, 2005 issue of the late lamented Gourmet Magazine. Lucky for us
all, all their recipes are available at epicurious.com so look there for amazing food.
The ingredients are: a 4 pound beef chuck roast; 2 tsp. salt; ¾ tsp. black pepper; 2 Tbsp. vegetable oil; 2 lbs.
onions (4-6 medium), halved, lengthwise and thinly sliced; 2 large garlic cloves, finely chopped; 1 Tbsp. tomato
paste; 1tsp. fresh thyme or ¼ tsp dried; 1 tsp. fresh rosemary or ¼ dried crumbled; 1 ½ cups dry white wine; 1
cup water (or broth – my call); 1 pack Sazon (my call and totally optional, with tomatoes if you can find it).
Put oven rack in the middle position and preheat oven to 325. Pat beef dry and rub all over with 1 ½ tsp. salt
and ½ tsp. pepper. Heat oil in a 5 qt. Dutch oven over moderately high heat until hot but not smoking, and
brown beef on all sides, about 15 minutes total. Transfer beef to a plate. Add onions to the pot and saute over
moderate heat, stirring frequently until pale golden about 10 minutes. Add garlic tomato paste thyme,
rosemary, and remaining ½ tsp. salt and ¼ tsp pepper and cook stirring, 2 minutes. Add wine, water or broth,
and Sazon. Bring to a boil, and return beef to pot then cover tightly and braise beef in oven turning once after
1 hour, until beef is very tender, 2 ½ to 3 hours total.
Let beef stand, uncovered, in onion sauce for 30 minutes. At this point I shred the whole roast with two forks,
but you can slice it as well or do a little of both. There is a beef salad recipe using 1/3 of the recipe shredded,
but I never saved it; check Epicurious if you’d like. I serve the dish with buttered egg noodles and sautéed
spinach or a side salad.
And if you’re looking for an appetizer before dinner here’s the recipe for Cauliflower Soup. I used to think the
recipe came from my mom, but when I got her recipe cared file I saw it attributed to me! So where ever it
came from here it goes. You’ll need: ¼ cup butter; 1 large cauliflower cut into florets; 2 cups chopped onions; 2
cups sliced celery; 1 medium carrot, grated; 2 Tbsp. grated fresh ginger or 2 tsp. powdered; 6 cups chicken
stock; ½ tsp white pepper (my mom wanted ¼ tsp.!!) parsley for garnish.
Melt butter in Dutch oven/large saucepan. Sautee diced onions, celery and carrots in butter until tender. Add
cauliflower, chicken stock ginger and pepper. Bring to a boil, reduce heat and simmer until tender. Puree soup
in blender. I also like to add some minced garlic in the beginning with the onions, etc., and I usually do throw
a pack of Sazon in as well, but that’s just me. A word of warning; let the soup cool before pureeing or only
puree a third of the mix at a time and keep a hand covered by a dish towel over the blender top . Pureeing hot
soup can cause explodions without precautions!! Enjoy both recipes; bon appetite!

As always: Bon appetit!

Martin Bodtmann | marbodt@aol.com
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Treasurer's Report
Our budget is in very good shape, especially in light of the COVID-19 pandemic and the fall off
in rental income. The fact that we don’t have a deficit is largely due to the $20,000 Crisis Rent
Replacement Grant from the Diocese of Pennsylvania. Pledge income is also running just a bit
behind (75% as of October 2020 and 80% as of October 2019). Thank you for your generosity
in this critical time.
Frank Innes | finnes@alum.drexel.edu

16

History Lesson
William Hamilton and Slavery
William Hamilton’s relationship with St. Mary’s Church, Hamilton Village, is deeper than the
location of the church. Hamilton granted the land for a Protestant Episcopal Church in 1808 in
his “Hamilton Village” development. There are plaques and window dedications to various
relations of his in the church.
How did William Hamilton obtain and use his wealth? When his father Andrew died in 1747,
his son William was only two years old. Andrew Hamilton left the Woodlands, then consisting
of personal property, 300 acres including a house and farm buildings, to his son but held in trust
until William’s twenty first birthday in 1766. Personal property could include livestock and
enslaved persons.
Slavery was legal in Pennsylvania until the Gradual Abolition Act of 1780 which prohibited
importation of enslaved persons while allowing owners to keep the slaves in their possession.
Scott has used his genealogical expertise to reveal that William Hamilton did own an enslaved
person. Pennsylvania imposed a “sin tax” on slaves to discourage the practice. Ancestry’s
“Pennsylvania, U.S., Tax and Exoneration, 1768-1801,” provides images of the handwritten tax
lists during that period. His record for 1782 lists “1 servant”.

Frank Innes | finnes.alum.drexel.edu & Scott Wilds | ScottWilds@aol.com

Above: The 1783 tax record lists “1 Negroe.”
(Continued on next page)
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History Lesson

The 1787 record does not list any “servant” or “Negroe.” Slaves were subject to tax in 1787 according
to an article “Slaves in Tredyffrin”
(See http://the2nomads.org/18CTredyffrin/SlavesInTredyffrin.html)
It seems likely that the person was manumitted or died between 1784 and 1787. We wonder if Hamilton
was inspired to do this by the Quaker abolitionists and the Gradual Abolition Act.

We don’t know if the freed person remained a part of the Hamilton household once freed. Federal census
records list “free persons of color” in William Hamilton’s household (count in parentheses) in 1790 (2),
1800 (6) and 1810 (3). The will of William Hamilton, dated 9 September 1811 and proved 11 June 1813,
provides a clue. The will includes this sentence “I do give and bequeath unto Hagar, a woman of Colour
in my Family the Sum of Forty dollars annually during her Life.”
Perhaps Hagar was the former slave who remained a member of his household, married, and had a family
at the Woodlands.
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Vestry Minutes
St. Mary’s Church, Hamilton Village
Vestry Minutes, August 25, 2020
7PM-8:40 PM
Present: Jonathan Ashton, Mariclair Partee Carlsen, Frank Innes, Vanessa Albert Lowry, Elle
Rothermich, Cassandra Royall, Karen Stachelek, Barbara Tobin, Aaron Todd, Scott Wilds
Absent: none
(*Due the coronavirus pandemic, the Vestry met virtually using teleconference software.)
I. Spiritual Practice - Mariclair
II. Information:
Approval of July minutes – Frank moved, Cassandra seconded. Unanimously approved.
Rector’s Update:
Campus Ministry – 8:30 on Thursday nights with Fritz, campus service compline. But all are
invited.
Sept. worship changes - M-F 9 am rite II spoken morning prayer. Rosary moving to noon on
Tuesday, with office hours to follow. Sundays, back to morning prayer, more familiar service.
A survey will be sent soliciting feedback about the service and see if changes are needed.
Questions like: What would make you feel safe in returning to St. Mary’s? Are you interested
in an outdoor service? Gauge interest.
Bishop wants us to continue hybrid worship (in person and streaming) so that those who want
to stay home can do so. Mariclair met with an A/V friend who provided a ballpark figure for
retrofitting the sanctuary space with better speakers to make this possible. Camera to mount on
a tripod that Mariclair can command with her phone. The estimate for all this amounts to less
than $5K. He will send us a proposal.
Still working to get on Penn’s fiber network. If this doesn’t work out, we can get a mobile
hotspot and/or run an ethernet cable out the church office window.
Parish Hall – Nearly complete. Al Panaccio needs to come back to tie up some loose ends.
We’re withholding final payment until he finishes with these items. All in all, the work looks
great. And the nursery school has been understanding that the work has taken longer than
expected. Sarto has been a wonderful partner, architect, and project manager.
20

Organ project – delayed because the repair shop had to close for 13 weeks. They’re hoping to
install everything by the end of September. Partners for Sacred Spaces will be filming the
reinstallation.
September 12, power grid is being turned off due to work being done at Penn Dental.
Deacon’s Update:
Advocacy letters. Continuing with this almost every week. Barbara met with ECS, they are
working on a digital advocacy option that we just click and it will send it to our legislator. Scott
recommended extending unemployment benefits.
Episcopal online Oct. 30 – November ? for an hour each day for the five days. $25 if you
register before August 31. $50 after.
Sacred Ground in September. National Church creation. A discussion program, looking at
movies. They provided a link. 10-week program, but not meeting every week. Full
description in the newsletter.
III. Discussion
Reopening Planning Committee Update – doing the survey to find out what St. Marian’s want.
Need to involve the wider congregation at this point.
Stewardship for 2021 – This will be online. We’ll discuss this at the next meeting.
Online Worship Feedback – Members are craving more music as part of the service. Possibly
singing the psalm. We also need to keep in mind that we’ve been more reliant on the 1982
hymnal. Unilu zoom service was a nice change, but doesn’t seem to be St. Mary’s style. Possibly
assigning different moderators who can host breakout rooms on Zoom during coffee hour.
IV. Action
Treasurer’s Report- Frank provided a report through July. Scott moved to approve, Vanessa
seconded. Unanimously approved.
Finance Committee Overview- Vanessa provided an update. Diocese assessment.
Parish Hall and Sanctuary income won’t be coming in for the next 6 months. We have a grant
that has helped us cover this missing income. Finance committee is working on possible
strategies to generate rental income in the meantime.
V. Closing Prayer - Mariclair
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St. Mary’s Church, Hamilton Village
Vestry Minutes, September 22, 2020
7PM-8:30 PM
Present: Jonathan Ashton, Mariclair Partee Carlsen, Frank Innes, Vanessa Albert Lowry, Elle
Rothermich, Cassandra Royall, Karen Stachelek, Barbara Tobin, Aaron Todd, Scott Wilds
Absent: none
(*Due the coronavirus pandemic, the Vestry met virtually using teleconference software.)
I. Spiritual Practice - Mariclair
II. Information:
Approval of August minutes – Frank moved, Cassandra seconded. Unanimously approved.
Rector’s Update:
Stained Glass damage – Breyer Studio, the repair shop, wants to do the work in October.
Working to coordinate with them and the organ company to prevent damage to the organ
when the window is installed.
Choral Scholars – Tise and Elle returned. New Bass, Paul Reese (pronouns they/them).
Lessons and Carols services will all be virtual.
Michael and Mariclair are planning a Christmas carol a day for the 12 days of Christmas.
Sacred Ground – 15 people expressed interest in participating. Starting in October. Working
on plans now. An email will be sent inviting folks to an info session. Scheduling will happened
after that.
Acknowledging The Episcopal Church’s history of slavery – The Pennsylvania Diocese just
released a statement re: the Diocese acknowledging its history of white supremacy and slavery.
According to Scott, Hamilton, whose land St. Mary’s occupies, had at least one slave at the
Woodlands when he lived there. And his family also owned slaves in Maryland. We will work
on clarifying this part of our history so we can acknowledge it.
Convention November 6-7 will be held virtually. Our delegates are Vanessa, Cassandra, and
Jerene. Frank is the alternate. Worship service on November 6th that all can attend.
Assessment - The diocese had planned on increasing the assessment. They have reconsidered.
May look at it again in 2021.
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Sanctuary Parish – Explored this a few years ago. Mariclair received a notice today that a family
is currently in sanctuary at a church in Philly. Next Tuesday, 2:30PM - Public action
welcoming this family and protesting against ICE and deportation policies. It will be outside,
socially distant. Mariclair will send more information soon. Let Mariclair know if planning to
attend.

Deacon’s Update:
ECS online October 26 - Oct. 30. Economic opportunity. 12-1pm on Zoom. More info in the
weekly letter.
Antiracism rally October 17th 9-12 pm.
UCHC doing well. Using our building Wednesday and Thursday nights. Sara Forrest helping
out on Thursday nights. Sara’s also doing work with the Poor People’s campaign.
Doing Advent wreaths again this year. On Zoom. There will be a pickup of supplies on the
steps of St. Mary’s. St. Mary’s will provide everything needed to make wreaths except the greens.
October 18 is deadline to let Mariclair know they would like a wreath.
Sacred Ground in September. National Church creation. A discussion program, looking at
movies. They provided a link. 10-week program, but not meeting every week. Full
description in the newsletter.
Continuing with Advocacy Letters. – If you have a paper ballot and you decide to vote in
person, you must bring it with you or they will not let you vote.
Call Toomey about the supreme court replacement for RBG.
III. Discussion
Reopening Planning Committee Update – doing the survey to find out what St. Marian’s want.
Need to involve the wider congregation at this point.
Stewardship for 2021 – This will be online. We’ll discuss this at the next meeting.
Online Worship Survey – 30 people responded. Almost 1/3 weren’t interested in coming to
church until it’s safer. A number of folks were willing to try an outdoor service. Mariclair is
applying to the Bishop to do an outdoor service on October 11, in addition to the morning
Zoom service. Not set in stone yet, but hopefully happening. 98% of people said they felt
connected to St. Mary’s at Penn. 15 interested in Sacred Grounds. A lot of grief of not being
able to gather in person. We all miss each other! Idea to have an outdoor service once a month.
Barbara and Janet Deatrick are keeping tabs on the latest COVID data to make sure it’s safe
enough to meet. Meeting in the parking lot. People will need to pre-register (for tracing
purposes) but there may not be a limit to how many outside. 25 person limit inside the church
at the moment.
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Stewardship for 2021. Claudia is writing our stewardship letter. 2 people have volunteered to
do stewardship moments. Let Mariclair know if interested. She’s looking for 2 more people.
IV. Action
Treasurer’s Report- Frank provided a report through August. Scott moved to approve,
Jonathan seconded. Unanimously approved.
Finance Committee Overview - Vanessa provided an update. Investments have mostly caught
up and are gaining ground.
AV upgrade proposal – Mariclair received a proposal to retrofit the sanctuary with technology to
improve the AV capabilities in the church to allow for livestream Sunday services once the
pandemic is over. The proposal is $2701.16. Motion to approve by Scott, seconded by Frank.
Unanimously approved.
V. Closing Prayer - Mariclair
St. Mary’s Church, Hamilton Village
Vestry Minutes, October 17, 2020
7PM-8PM
Present: Jonathan Ashton, Mariclair Partee Carlsen, Frank Innes, Vanessa Albert Lowry, Elle
Rothermich, Cassandra Royall, Barbara Tobin, Aaron Todd, Scott Wilds
Absent: Karen Stachelek
(*Due the coronavirus pandemic, the Vestry met virtually using teleconference software.)
I. Spiritual Practice - Mariclair
II. Information:
Approval of September minutes – Frank moved, Scott seconded. Unanimously approved.
Rector’s Update:
Baptism Sarah and Daniel this Sunday. Sunday afternoon service 2PM, announcement
tomorrow about whether or not this will take place. May not happen as the COVID rate is
escalating.
Compline eve service, November 3, 15-minute service 8:30PM to combat anxiety Prayers for
Cassandra who will be working the polls at the Lee School.
November 15 – St. Mary’s won’t be holding a service. Parishioners are welcome to attend the
National Cathedral Service. We will still host coffee hour that Sunday.
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Capital Projects – Organ project is almost complete. They brought back our old console, which
we’ve wanted for a long time. It is merely a shell at this point but could be fixed in the future
with the right investment.
Stained glass – the Palm Sunday window is now fixed. They also redid the outer protective
coating and it looks gorgeous!
A/V system is in! There is now a speaker for the choir pews! And a video camera to stream live
services! The sound system is now completely revamped AND it came in under budget.
Woohoo!
Penn fiberoptic internet service – It’s actually happening! Hopefully! They’ve asked how many
connections we want. We think this is in conjunction with work they’re completing on the
1920 dorms. Installation happening December-April.
Bathrooms are almost complete! Thank you, Sarto!! There was another plumbing problem in
the basement. Ongoing negotiation about what is owed to the construction company.

E-blast – Brittany comes into the church once a week. Is doing a fantastic job!
Sacred Ground group started. This is the group about racial reconciliation through a faith-based
lens.
Deacon’s Update:
Sunday, Nov. 1 at 4 PM Bishop Curry having a service at the National Cathedral. Father James
Martin, Catholic priest, is one of the speakers. It’s an interfaith gathering for our country and
the election.
Barbara and Sara went to an event last Sunday (re: actions we can take if there’s a coup.) We
will need to take to the streets, raise money. Barbara will post an article.
Advent wreaths, November 28 distribution from the bell tower steps.
III. Discussion
15 people came to the outdoor service. Half responded to the post-service survey and responded
positively. Hopefully we can do it again!
32 pledges expected. We picked up one this year. Please fill out your pledge forms.
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IV. Action
Treasurer’s Report- Frank provided a report through September. Jonathan moved to approve,
Cassandra seconded. Unanimously approved.
Finance Committee Overview - Vanessa provided an update. Reiterated some points that
Mariclair made earlier in the meeting. Finance Committee has been working hard on the
finance reports.
V. Closing Prayer - Mariclair
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A Prayer for Winter
Almighty and everliving God, ruler of all things in heaven
and earth, hear our prayers for this parish family. Strengthen
the faithful, arouse the careless, and restore the penitent.
Grant us all things necessary for our common life, and bring
us all to be of one heart and mind within your holy Church;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
Prayer for the Parish P. 817 BCP

You can donate to the outreach ministries of St. Mary's securely online!!

Visit www.stmarysatpenn.org/donate
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