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PRELUDES 
J.S. Bach, Savior, Rend the Heavens Wide 
Bach, Praise to the Almighty God 
Bach, Savior of the Nations, Come    

PROCESSIONAL HYMNS 
O Come, O Come Emmanuel, 1982 Hymnal 56 
Cantor: Aaron Todd 

BIDDING PRAYER 
Officiant 
Dear People of God: In the season of Advent, it is our 
responsibility and joy to prepare ourselves to hear once more 
the message of the Angels, to go to Bethlehem and see the Son 
of God lying in a manger. 

Let us hear and heed in Holy Scripture the story of God’s 
loving purpose from the time of our rebellion against him until 
the glorious redemption brought to us by his holy Child Jesus, 
and let us look forward to the yearly remembrance of his birth 
with hymns and songs of praise. 

But first, let us pray for the needs of his whole world, for peace 
and justice on earth, for the unity and mission of the Church for 
which he died, and especially for his Church in our country 
and in this city. 

And because he particularly loves them, let us remember in his 
name the poor and helpless, the cold, the hungry and the 
oppressed, the sick and those who mourn, the lonely and 
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unloved, the aged and little children, as well as all those who 
do not know and love the Lord Jesus Christ. 

Finally, let us remember before God his pure and lowly 
Mother, and that whole multitude which no one can number, 
whose hope was in the Word made flesh, and with whom, in 
Jesus, we are one for evermore. 

And now, to gather all these petitions, let us pray in the words 
which Christ himself has taught us, saying: 

Officiant and People 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy Name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
for ever and ever. Amen. 

Officiant 
The Almighty God bless us with his grace; Christ give us the 
joys of everlasting life; and to the fellowship of the citizens 
above may the King of Angels bring us all.  Amen. 
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THE LESSONS 

Genesis 3:1-15 Lector: Callie Kennedy 
A Reading from the Book of Genesis, the Third Chapter, 
beginning with the First Verse. 
Now the serpent was more crafty than any other wild animal 
that the Lord God had made. He said to the woman, “Did God 
say, ‘You shall not eat from any tree in the garden’?” The 
woman said to the serpent, “We may eat of the fruit of the trees 
in the garden; but God said, ‘You shall not eat of the fruit of the 
tree that is in the middle of the garden, nor shall you touch it, 
or you shall die.’“ But the serpent said to the woman, “You will 
not die; for God knows that when you eat of it your eyes will 
be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil.” 

So when the woman saw that the tree was good for food, and 
that it was a delight to the eyes, and that the tree was to be 
desired to make one wise, she took of its fruit and ate; and she 
also gave some to her husband, who was with her, and he ate. 
Then the eyes of both were opened, and they knew that they 
were naked; and they sewed fig leaves together and made 
loincloths for themselves. They heard the sound of the Lord 
God walking in the garden at the time of the evening breeze, 
and the man and his wife hid themselves from the presence of 
the Lord God among the trees of the garden. 
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But the Lord God called to the man, and said to him, “Where 
are you?” He said, “I heard the sound of you in the garden, and 
I was afraid, because I was naked; and I hid myself.” 

He said, “Who told you that you were naked? Have you eaten 
from the tree of which I commanded you not to eat?” The man 
said, “The woman whom you gave to be with me, she gave me 
fruit from the tree, and I ate.” Then the Lord God said to the 
woman, “What is this that you have done?” The woman said, 
“The serpent tricked me, and I ate.” 

The Lord God said to the serpent, “Because you have done this, 
cursed are you among all animals and among all wild 
creatures; upon your belly you shall go, and dust you shall eat 
all the days of your life. I will put enmity between you and the 
woman, and between your offspring and hers; he will strike 
your head, and you will strike his heel.” 

HYMN 
Come, thou long-expected Jesus, 1982 Hymnal 66 
Cantor: Pauli Reese 
 
Isaiah 40:1-11 Lector: Pauli Reese 
A Reading from the Book of the Prophet Isaiah, the Fortieth 
Chapter, beginning with the First Verse. 
“Comfort, O comfort my people,” says your God. “Speak 
tenderly to Jerusalem, and cry to her that she has served her 
term, that her penalty is paid, that she has received from the 
Lord’s hand double for all her sins.” A voice cries out: “In the 
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wilderness prepare the way of the Lord, make straight in the 
desert a highway for our God. Every valley shall be lifted up, 
and every mountain and hill be made low; the uneven ground 
shall become level, and the rough places a plain. Then the glory 
of the Lord shall be revealed, and all people shall see it 
together, for the mouth of the Lord has spoken.” A voice says, 
“Cry out!”  
And I said, “What shall I cry?” All people are grass, their 
constancy is like the flower of the field. The grass withers, the 
flower fades, when the breath of the Lord blows upon it; surely 
the people are grass. The grass withers, the flower fades; but 
the word of our God will stand forever. Get you up to a high 
mountain, O Zion, herald of good tidings; lift up your voice 
with strength, O Jerusalem, herald of good tidings, lift it up, do 
not fear; say to the cities of Judah, “Here is your God!” See, the 
Lord God comes with might, and his arm rules for him; his 
reward is with him, and his recompense before him. He will 
feed his flock like a shepherd; he will gather the lambs in his 
arms, and carry them in his bosom, and gently lead the mother 
sheep. 

HYMN 
Comfort, Comfort Ye my people, 1982 Hymnal 67 
Cantor: Tise Ogunmesa 

Jeremiah 31:31-34 Lector: Elle Rothermich 
A Reading from the Book of the Prophet Jeremiah, the 
Thirty-First Chapter, beginning with the Thirty-First Verse. 
The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when I will make a 
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new covenant with the house of Israel and the house of Judah. 
It will not be like the covenant that I made with their ancestors 
when I took them by the hand to bring them out of the land of 
Egypt—a covenant that they broke, though I was their 
husband, says the Lord. But this is the covenant that I will 
make with the house of Israel after those days, says the Lord: I 
will put my law within them, and I will write it on their hearts; 
and I will be their God, and they shall be my people. No longer 
shall they teach one another, or say to each other, “Know the 
Lord,” for they shall all know me, from the least of them to the 
greatest, says the Lord; for I will forgive their iniquity, and 
remember their sin no more. 

HYMN 
Lo! He Comes with Clouds Descending, 1982 Hymnal 57 
Cantor: Thomas Ward 

Isaiah 35:1-10 Lector: Brittany Holdahl 
A Reading from the Book of the Prophet Isaiah, the Thirty-Fifth 
Chapter, beginning with the First Verse. 
The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad, the desert shall 
rejoice and blossom; like the crocus it shall blossom 
abundantly, and rejoice with joy and singing. The glory of 
Lebanon shall be given to it, the majesty of Carmel and Sharon. 
They shall see the glory of the Lord, the majesty of our God. 
Strengthen the weak hands, and make firm the feeble knees. 
Say to those who are of a fearful heart, “Be strong, do not fear! 
Here is your God. He will come with vengeance, with terrible 
recompense. He will come and save you.” 
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Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, and the ears of the 
deaf unstopped; then the lame shall leap like a deer, and the 
tongue of the speechless sing for joy. For waters shall break 
forth in the wilderness, and streams in the desert; the burning 
sand shall become a pool, and the thirsty ground springs of 
water; the haunt of jackals shall become a swamp, the grass 
shall become reeds and rushes. A highway shall be there, and it 
shall be called the Holy Way; the unclean shall not travel on it, 
but it shall be for God’s people; no traveler, not even fools, shall 
go astray. No lion shall be there, nor shall any ravenous beast 
come up on it; they shall not be found there, but the redeemed 
shall walk there. And the ransomed of the Lord shall return, 
and come to Zion with singing; everlasting joy shall be upon 
their heads; they shall obtain joy and gladness, and sorrow and 
sighing shall flee away. 

HYMN 
“Sleepers, wake!” A voice astounds us, 1982 Hymnal 61 
Cantor: Elle Rothermich 

Baruch 4:36-5:9 The Rev. Deacon Barbara Tobin 
A Reading from the Book of Baruch, the Fourth Chapter, 
beginning with the Thirty-Sixth Verse. 
Look towards the east, O Jerusalem, and see the joy that is 
coming to you from God. Look, your children are coming, 
whom you sent away; they are coming, gathered from east and 
west, at the word of the Holy One, rejoicing in the glory of 
God. Take off the garment of your sorrow and affliction, O 
Jerusalem, and put on for ever the beauty of the glory from 
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God.  Put on the robe of the righteousness that comes from 
God; put on your head the diadem of the glory of the 
Everlasting;  for God will show your splendour everywhere 
under heaven.  For God will give you evermore the name, 
‘Righteous Peace, Godly Glory’.  

Arise, O Jerusalem, stand upon the height; look towards the 
east, and see your children gathered from west and east at the 
word of the Holy One, rejoicing that God has remembered 
them.  For they went out from you on foot, led away by their 
enemies; but God will bring them back to you, carried in glory, 
as on a royal throne. For God has ordered that every high 
mountain and the everlasting hills be made low and the valleys 
filled up, to make level ground, so that Israel may walk safely 
in the glory of God.  The woods and every fragrant tree have 
shaded Israel at God’s command.  For God will lead Israel with 
joy, in the light of his glory, with the mercy and righteousness 
that come from him. 

HYMN 
People Look East; Wonder, Love, and Praise 724 
Cantor: Jerene Good 
 

Isaiah 65: 17-25 Lector: Jonathan Ashton 
A Reading from the Book of the Prophet Isaiah, the Sixty-Fifth 
Chapter, beginning with the Seventeenth Verse. 
For behold, I create new heavens and a new earth; 
And the former shall not be remembered or come to mind. 
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But be glad and rejoice forever in what I create; 
For behold, I create Jerusalem as a rejoicing, 
And her people a joy. 
I will rejoice in Jerusalem, 
And joy in My people; 
The voice of weeping shall no longer be heard in her, 
Nor the voice of crying. 
No more shall an infant from there live but a few days, 
Nor an old man who has not fulfilled his days; 
For the child shall die one hundred years old, 
But the sinner being one hundred years old shall be accursed. 
They shall build houses and inhabit them; 
They shall plant vineyards and eat their fruit. 
 They shall not build and another inhabit; 
They shall not plant and another eat; 
For as the days of a tree, so shall be the days of My people, 
And My elect shall long enjoy the work of their hands. 
They shall not labor in vain, 
Nor bring forth children for trouble; 
For they shall be the descendants of the blessed of the Lord, 
And their offspring with them. 
It shall come to pass 
That before they call, I will answer; 
And while they are still speaking, I will hear. 
 The wolf and the lamb shall feed together, 
The lion shall eat straw like the ox, 
And dust shall be the serpent’s food. 
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They shall not hurt nor destroy in all My holy mountain,” 
Says the Lord. 

HYMN 
Prepare the way, O Zion; 1982 Hymnal 65 
Cantor: Pauli Reese 

Luke 1:26-38  The Rev. Mariclair Partee Carlsen   
A Reading from the Gospel according to Luke, the First 
Chapter, beginning with the Twenty-Sixth Verse. 
In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town 
in Galilee called Nazareth, to a virgin engaged to a man whose 
name was Joseph, of the house of David. The virgin’s name was 
Mary. And he came to her and said, “Greetings, favored one! 
The Lord is with you.” But she was much perplexed by his 
words and pondered what sort of greeting this might be. The 
angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found 
favor with God. And now, you will conceive in your womb and 
bear a son, and you will name him Jesus. He will be great, and 
will be called the Son of the Most High, and the Lord God will 
give to him the throne of his ancestor David. He will reign over 
the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will be no 
end.” Mary said to the angel, “How can this be, since I am a 
virgin?” The angel said to her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon 
you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you; 
therefore the child to be born will be holy; he will be called Son 
of God. And now, your relative Elizabeth in her old age has 
also conceived a son; and this is the sixth month for her who 
was said to be barren. For nothing will be impossible with 
God.” Then Mary said, “Here am I, the servant of the Lord; let 
it be with me according to your word.” Then the angel 
departed from her. 
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HYMN 
The Angel Gabriel From Heaven Came, 1982 Hymnal 265 
Cantor: Thomas Ward 

CONCLUDING PRAYER AND ADVENT CREDO 

The Celebrant concludes with a benediction. 

It is not true that creation and the human family are doomed to 
destruction and loss— 
This is true: For God so loved the world that He gave his only 
begotten Son, that 
whoever believes in Him shall not perish but have everlasting 
life; 
It is not true that we must accept inhumanity and 
discrimination, hunger and 
poverty, death and destruction— 
This is true: I have come that they may have life, and that 
abundantly. 
It is not true that violence and hatred should have the last 
word, and that war and destruction rule forever— 
This is true: Unto us a child is born, unto us a Son is given, and 
the government 
shall be upon his shoulder, his name shall be called wonderful 
councilor, mighty 
God, the Everlasting, the Prince of peace. 
It is not true that we are simply victims of the powers of evil 
who seek to rule the world— 
This is true: To me is given authority in heaven and on earth, 
and lo I am with you, even until the end of the world. 

It is not true that we have to wait for those who are specially 
gifted, who are the 
prophets of the Church before we can be peacemakers— 
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This is true: I will pour out my spirit on all flesh and your sons 
and daughters 
shall prophesy, your young men shall see visions and your old 
men shall have dreams. 
It is not true that our hopes for liberation of humankind, of 
justice, of human 
dignity of peace are not meant for this earth and for this 
history— 
This is true: The hour comes, and it is now, that the true 
worshipers shall worship God in spirit and in truth. 
So let us enter Advent in hope, even hope against hope. Let us 
see visions of love and peace and justice. Let us affirm with 
humility, with joy, with faith, with courage: Jesus Christ—the 
life of the world. 

From Walking on Thorns, by Allan Boesak, Eerdmans, 2004. 

BLESSING 

The Celebrant blesses the People, saying 

May the Sun of Righteousness shine upon you and scatter the 
darkness from before your path; and the blessing of God 
Almighty, the Creator, the Son, and theHoly Spirit, be among 
you, and remain with you always. Amen. 

HYMN 
Hark a Thrilling Voice, 1982 Hymnal 59 
Cantor: Elle Rothermich 

POSTLUDE 
Nicolas Lebegue, Laissez paistre vos Bestes 
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